
Overview  

When you take an English test, you get a score. Often, you'll also get some indication of what that score means, ex-
pressed as an English level or label, for example "beginner" or "advanced". There are many different English level-
ling systems in use around the world, and an even wider variety of English tests, which have implicit or explicit level-
ling systems built into their scoring. Some English levelling schemes are built into a particular English test, while oth-
ers are theoretical frameworks without any associated test. 

The most reliable way to find out your English level is to take a well-designed assessment test. There are many tests 
to choose from, but taking the EF SET is a good place to start. You can use your EF SET score as an English level 
certification on your CV and on LinkedIn. The EF SET (50 min) is currently the only standardized English test that 
reliably measures all skill levels, beginner to proficient, in alignment with the internationally recognized standard, 
the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Other standardized English tests are able to assess some 
proficiency levels, but not the entire CEFR scale. Using the EF SET to track your English level over months or years 
gives you a standardized way to evaluate your own progress. 

English level certification is required in applying for many university programs and visas. In the job market, although 
there are rarely official requirements, certifying your English level makes you stand out from the crowd. But in a 
broader sense, measuring your English level reliably, and being able to track your level change over time, is im-
portant for any English learner – how else will you know if your English is improving? 

Converting from one English level to another 
Although it is notoriously hard to map one levelling system to another, the table below gives you a good approxima-
tion. If you’ve taken one of these tests, this table gives you an idea what type of score you might be able to get on 
another one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why it's important to know your English level 
The English level system you use to describe your English skills is usually imposed on you from the outside. An em-
ployer, a school, a teacher, or an immigration authority asks you to take a particular English test, so you do, and then 
you describe your English level using that test's system. Depending on your goals and location, you are likely to be 
more familiar with one system of English levels than another. For example, if you're applying to university in the USA, 
you probably know what a TOEFL score of 100 means, whereas if you're trying to get a visa to move to the UK, 
you're more likely to be familiar with the CEFR level B1. 

 

 

https://www.efset.org/cefr/

